EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



ANNUAL REPORT of the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, 
for the Year 1864-65. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN BARON WODEIIOUSE, 
LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL-GOVERNOR 
OF IRELAND, &c. Sec. &c. 



W E, “ the Commissioners of Education in Ireland,” constituted, by an Act of 
Parliament passed in the fifty-third year of the reign of his late Majesty 
King George the Third, and in obedience thereto, respectfully submit to your 
Excellency a General Report of the Proceedings of the Board since their last 
Report. 

The duties devolving on the Commissioners in relation to the Endowed Schools 
in connection with our Board being chiefly those of supervision, and wholly un- 
connected with either the power or the responsibility of appointing any of the 
Masters or assistants, an Annual Report of the General Proceedings of the Board in 
reference to the Schools becomes to a great degree circumscribed. 

The most important and flourishing of the Royal Schools is that of Enniskillen, 
where the number of pupils receiving instruction far exceeds that of any other, 
and where the entire arrangements were such as to give the highest satisfaction 
to your Excellency’s predecessor, who paid a visit of some days to that establish- 
ment ; the increase in the attendance of pupils and the repeated application of the 
Master induced us within the last year to undertake the erection of additional 
school and class rooms, which our architect reports to be now in a satisfactory 
state of progress towards completion. In consequence of representations made 
to us with regard to the charges for the instruction of daily pupils, we made certain 
suggestions to the Head Master, to which he at once acceded, and he reports that 
he has considerably- reduced the charges for the education o<f daily pupils. We 
may also state to your Excellency that although there are daily pupils receiving 
gratuitous education at each of the Royal Schools, the number of such at 
Enniskillen is by far the largest. 

At Dungannon Royal School, where, as stated in a former Report, we felt called 
upon to accede to the urgent appeals of the Master to sanction considerable ad- 
ditions to accommodation for the pupils, the condition of the School is very satis- 
factory. And we have to report to your Excellency that we have, since our last 
Report, made payment to the Master of another instalment of the large amount 
which he had advanced in payment for the buildings which ha d become necessary 
to adapt the School premises to the 'increase of pupils and to t he modern require- 
ments of such establishments. A considerable sum, however, still remains to be 
repaid to him. 
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The Armagh Royal School has, in consequence of some serious illness having 
appeared amongst the pupils, been temporarily closed. 

At the Raphoe Royal School, notwithstanding its remote position, the exer- 
tions of the present Master have succeeded in establishing a continually increas- 
ing School ; and the report of one of the former Fellows of Trinity College, who 
undertook the labour of examining the pupils for the prizes annually granted by 
us at this School, speaks in highly complimentary terms of the proficiency and 
answering of the candidates. 

At the Banagher Royal School we have decided on granting, as at Raphoe 
Royal School, annual premiums for good answering of the pupils at examinations 
to be held by some person unconnected with the School. 

In reference to the Royal Schools of Cavan and Carysfort there is nothing 
calling for any special notice to your Excellency. We may report that the 
various school premises have been, by the expenditure of such sums as were 
necessary, kept' by us in a condition which is stated to be very satisfactory. 

The periodical returns made to us by the Masters of the Schools show that the 
course of education generally is very extended, and that much more attention 
than formerly is now devoted to instruction in English literature, in modern 
languages, and in science. 

The subject of the Royal Scholarships established by us in the University has, 
in former Reports, been so fully brought before the notice of the Executive, that 
it is merely necessary to state that these Exhibitions, which are obtainable solely as 
the results of competition, and which can only be retained by continued success- 
ful competition, are most highly prized ; and, with a view to making them more 
generally valuable tuwards success in after life, we have made regulations extend- 
ing the courses in which the necessary qualifications for retaining the Exhibi tions 
may be obtained, including, amongst others, the competition for the Indian Civil 
Service. And we beg to annex to this Report a copy of our latest Regulations on 
this matter. We also submit a list of the names of the present holders of the 
Exh ibitions, and the amounts payable annually to each, viz. : 

On the Armagh Royal School Foundation : — 





£. 




£. 


RsTurle 


- &0 


H. Tracy 


- 30 


A. Robinson 


- 40 


M. Armsirong 


- 20 


J. W. Hogan 


- 10 


E. P. Riddall 


- 50 


C. Fausset 


- 20 


J. Gray 


- 30 


On the Cavan Rojyal School Foundation : — 




J. J. Lcmgh 


- - - - 




- £. l£ 


On the Dungannon Royal School Foundation: — 






£. 




£. 


H. B, Leech 


- 50 


W. Erskine 


- 50 


W. Colquhoun 


- 50 


W. K. Appelbe - 


- 30 


C. Kough - 


- 60 


T. H. E. Grossley 


- 50 


R, G. Christian 


- 40 


R. C. M'Keli 


- 30 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



On 




OF EDUCATION IN IRELAND 18G4-B5. 



On the Enniskillen Royal School Foundation : 

£■ £. 

R. Bennett - - - - 50 J. B. Hutton - - - 30 

W. A. Leech - 50 J. G. Gibson - - - 50 

E. G. Cooper - 30 G. Wright .... 30 

T. Hime - 30 H. Norman - 50 

J. Maclvor - 50 G. Hetherington -■ - - 30 



It is very satisfactory to us to be able to state that many who, from time to 
time, have been holders of Exhibitions founded by us, have obtained and now 
occupy high positions in the public service. 

The management, under our local agents, of the Estates vested in ns neces- 
sarily requires much of our time and attention ; and we have the gratification to 
state to your Excellency that, at present, they are generally in a satisfactory con- 
dition, and the tenantry on them are peaceably conducted. 

On the Dungannon Royal School Estate, following the course adopted by us 
on some other estates, we have, at the solicitation of the tenantry, decided on 
building a school- house for the accommodation of their children, and we trust 
soon to have a School in operation. 

Amongst the Schools of Private Endowment in connection with our Board, that 
at Midleton is rapidly regaining the high position it formerly held in public 
estimation ; and it is reported to us that the additions and improvements recently 
made by ns to the school premises have proved to be of the greatest advantage 
to the establishment. 

The Tullyvin Endowed School, in the County Cavan, having much improved 
under the superintendence of the present Trustees, we have applied to its 
development all the pecuniary means under our control. 

As no material change in reference to the condition of the Diocesan Schools 
generally has recently *-ken place, and as the attention of Government has been 
frequently pointed by us to this subject, we do not feel callect upon to make any 
particular report in reference to them to your Excellency. 

All which we respectfully submit to your Excellency as our Report. 



(signed) MAZIERE BRADY, C. (l.s.) 

F. BLACKBURNE. ( L . s .) 

RICHARD MACDONNELL. (t.s.) 

ROBERT SHAW. ( L . s .) 

J. G. PORTER. (l.3.) 

WILLIAM GIBSON. ( L .s.) 

IVrn. Cotter Kyle, ll.d.. m.r.i.a., 

8, Clare-street, 27 May 1865. Secretary. 
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annual report of the commissioners 



REGULATIONS of “The Commissioners of Education, in Ireland,” as to the 
Royal Scholars. — 1864. 



“The Commissioners of Education, in Ireland,” have founded SO Exhibitions, called 
“Koval Scholarships,” for students who shall enter Trinity College from the Royal Schools 
of Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen, or Cavan, viz,, five scholarships of 50 1 per annum 
each for Armagh School ; and five of 50 l. per annum, and five of 30 l. per annum for each 
of the Schools of Dungannon and Enniskillen ; and five of 25 l. per annum foi Cavan 

SC These scholarships can be obtained by such students only as have been at least three 
years in all, previously to their entrance into Trinity College, pupils in some one or other ot 
the Royal Schools. It is not, however, hereby intended to prevent pupils from moving fio n 
one of them to another; bat the scholarships founded for the respective Schools of Armagh, 
Dungannon, Enniskillen, and Cavan, can be obtained only by students who have entered 
the University from the schools for which such scholarships have been founded. 

The scholarships to be tenable for five years from the time of their being obtained, sub- 
iect to certain conditions hereafter mentioned. . . 

The Provost and Senior Fellows have signified their willingness to appoint Examiners in 
each year, to examine, on the first convenient day after the second entrance in the month o 
October, such students as shall have entered from the said four Royal Schools, and shall 
offer themselves as candidates for these scholarships. _ . . m e n 

In 1865 the examination will be in the course prescribed for entrance into i.O. JJ. 
(omitting Virgil's Jfineid, Xenophon, and Lucian)-in the sixth Book of Hcrodrtus and m 
passages taken from such Gieek and Lann authors as are not part of the T. C. D. enhance 
course. 

In translating French into English. 

In Modern Geography: _ 

In such a knowledge of English literature, and the history of English literature, as may 
be derived from the Third, Fourth and Fifth Books of Milton’s Paradise Lost, Johnsons 
Lives of Milton, Dryden, Addison, Swift, and Pope, and two of Shukspeare s plays, 
viz., the Second and Third Parts of King Henry VI. 



1 11 Ancienta— Genesis — 'Exodus, cli. i. xx. inch— the historical part of Numbers— the Book 
of Joshua — L Sam.- — II. Sam. — I. 8c II. Kings. 

Grecian — William Smith’s. 

Roman — Lidtlelrs smaller History of Rome. 

English — Student’s Hume’s History. 



In Science — 

Euclid— Books I. II. III. VI., excluding- all deductbles. 

Algebra— to the end of Quadratic Equations, excluding the theory of Equations. 

Arithmetic — As in the T. C. D. entrance course. 

Note . — The course of examination for Royal Scholarships will be, from time to time, 
varied by the ConmBissioners. 

The examination will be carried on mainly by means of written papers ; apd, in addition 
to the examination tiy papers in the various authors, each examiner may, at las discretion, 
examine the candidate aim voce ip one author.. 

The examination kn History and Geography wifi be viva voce. , 

The proficiency ok the candidates in Greek, Latin, and English Composition will be par- 
ticularly inquired in to ; and also their knowledge of the rules of Greek and Latin versifica- 
tion, with their skip in making verses in both . languages. Especial attention will be paid 
to the examination in Ancient and Modern History and Geography. 

No fellow commconer can be admitted as a candidate for a Royal Scholarship. 

No pensioner sha.ll be admitted as a candidate for a Royal Scholarship who shall not 
have remained at c ne of the Royal Schools to which the scholarships are attached, till an 
October entrance examination iu Trinity College, Dublin, of the same year as the examina- 
tion for Royal Sclufolarships, at which he may be a candidate. . . 

No sizar shall bee admitted as a candidate who shall not have remained at such ltoya 
School till the sizaurship entrance examination immediately preceding the examination lor 
Royal Scholarship!*;, at which he may be a candidate. 

No student who shall have attained 20 years of age shall be permitted to become a 
candidate for a Ro yal Scholarship. The age of the candidate must be proved to the satis- 
faction of the sehorol master, and certified by him. , 

No student shahl be elected a Royal Scholar unless he shall have, previously to the 
examination for lEoyal Scholarships, produced to the Secretary of the Commissioners a 
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certificate signed by the Master of the Royal School from which he shall have entered 
Trinity College, Dublin, certifying that such candidate is duly qualified according to the 
above-stated rules. 

The candidates from each school shall be examined together, and a return made to the 
Commissioners of their positive merit; and also an arrangement of the candidates according 
to their answering, without any distinction of schools ; the Commissioners reserving to them- 
selves the po,wer of suspending or diminishing one or more scholarships, if sufficient merit 
has not been shown. 

In cases of equality of merit, in all other respects, the poverty of a candidate will be taken 
into consideration. A student who has once been a candidate cannot be eligible on a 
subsequent occasion. 

Students when appointed to these scholarships may retain them for five years from the 
time of their election, provided that, proceeding regularly with t heir respective classes, they 
obtain in each year of their undergraduate course one honour of the first rank, or two 
honours of the second rank. The election itself to one of these scholarships being reckoned 
as equivalent to one honour of the second rank, obtained in the junior freshman year; an 
University modera tor ship obtained in the s- liior sophister year, an University scholarship, in 
whatever year obtained, the Berkeley Gold Medal, the Llo vd Exhibition, the Wray Prize, 
success at the First Indian Civil Service (competitive) examination, success at the Woolwich 
entrance examination, will rank as University honours of the first class ; success at the 
Second Indian Civil Service Examination will rank as an University honour of the second 
class. 

A Royal Scholarship shall become forfeited by the holder of it incurring any heavy col- 
leuiate censure, such ns public admonition, or rustication ; or when all the examinations of 
any year have elapsed without his having obtained in that year one honour of the first rank, 
or two honours of the second rank, or what is staled in the preceding regulations as equiva- 
lent to these honours respectively. 

The exhibitions bet ome due half yearly, viz., on the 1st of May and on the 1st of November. 
Payments will be made to such students only as have obtained in the preceding part of that 
year at least one honour of the second rank. A half-yearly payment, held over in May, will 
be made in November, provided an honour has been obtained in the meantime; and payment 
for the entire year will be made in November to such students as had not qualified for the 
May half-year’s payment, and shall have then fulfilled all the requisites for the entire year. 

In cases where very distinguished merit has been shown during their undergraduate 
course by s'udents holding minor scholarships, and where scholarships for the same school 
remain suspended, or have been forfeited, the Commissioners will, at the close of each year, 
receive memorials for such distinguished students for an increase of their stipend. 

Resolution of the Board of Trinity College, Dublin, adopted in compliance with the 
wishes of “ The Commissioners of Education, in Ireland.” 

Resolved , That the scholars appointed from the Royal Schools by “The Commissioners 
of Education, in Ireland,” be permitted to wear velvet caps, and that their names be inserted 
on the College hooks, immediately after the names of the University scholars, without, 
however, altering their degree of seniority amongst their class-fellows. 



Midleton School. 

“ The Commissioners of Education, in Ireland,” will -grant annually two prizes, one of 
30/. and one of 20 /., to such junior freshmen as shalfl, subject to the rules prescribed for 
the Royal Schools, have entered Trinity College, Dublin, from Midleton School ; and having 
been examined along with and in the same course as the candidates for the Royal Scholar- 
ships, shall be recommended by the examiners as deserving candidates. 

(signed) William GrritSTt^v^le, itl.b., 

Secretary to “ The Commissioners of Education, in Ireland.” 

8, Clare-street, 26 November 1864. 
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